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HLWC Meeting:   Christmas Read-Around and Dinner
This Coming Saturday, December 9, 2017

3:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Marble Falls Public Library
101 Main Street

Marble Falls, TX  78654

The club will furnish ham, turkey, coffee, tea, and bottled water.

Other beverages (fruit juices, soft drinks, hot chocolate,
lemonade, non-alcoholic eggnog or punch)

are also welcome.

Please bring a side dish, salad, or dessert to share.
Already promised are yellow squash, green bean casserole, garden salad,

a relish tray, cake, and pie.
To add your name and menu item to the list,

please call President Wayne Hawley at 830-637-9132.

You may also bring a guest
(we promise not to eat the guest).

####################################################################################

We hope to see you on Saturday, December 9!
Feel free to arrive late, or leave early, if you have other commitments that day.

We’ll be happy to save (or fix) a plate for you — just let us know.
If you simply can’t make it, we wish you a merry Christmas and a happy new year.

Be safe, be well, be thankful, be kind, love and be loved!

http://www.highlandlakeswritersclub.com/


President’s Message
December 2017

A New Democracy and Dream

By Wayne Hawley

I am writing this letter from my son's home in Concord, Massachusetts.  Writing chronologically 
backward to November 9, the last time I saw you.

Yesterday, we visited the first battlefield of the Revolutionary War in Lexington MA where 8 patriots 
died. It makes you appreciate the importance of our democracy and team work of the minutemen.

November 17:   Arrived late in Boston, another city involved in our freedom.
November 16:   Had a dream about being in college and needing a major in order to enroll in 

graduate school.  Didn't have one, so went to a counselor known for matching an undergraduate with the 
proper major.  I told him I wanted to become a minister and would have to go to a seminary as my grad 
school.  He pondered for a long time, while looking at several catalogs.  Then he finally said, "Hah, ha! I 
have it!"  He led me to the upstairs of a dilapidated apartment house.  Inside was one woman with about 
twenty kids around her.  Was she a mother like the old woman in a shoe, or was she a day-care 
manager?

"What am I supposed to do here?" I asked.
He replied, "At least listen, maybe even help the woman who seems confused, fatigued and 

helpless."  So I sat on the floor, played with toys, sent up a prayer to God, and just listened.  Now I can't 
stand bickering, which was basically what the kids were doing.  They were wild, fighting over toys, 
complaining about their nap-time beds, etc.  One kid broke one of the plastic apples from a fake fruit 
bowl.  Others followed suit, cracking oranges, stomping grapes, splitting bananas.  I asked them, "Can we 
put them back together?”

They answered, "No!"
"That's a shame, because I wanted to eat the apple."  I pretended to gobble a piece down, the kids 

laughed, and I became their adult friend.  I even relieved the day-care mother.
I returned, frazzled and fuming, to my counselor:  "Why did you send me there?”
"That's just the beginning of your training for a Master’s in Leading Conferences, where you will have 

to learn the skills of leading discussion and conflict management."  I returned to the apartment the next 
day with more insight into children and foresight on how to apply group dynamics.

November 14:   Our critique day.  At 9 AM, I stopped at the Marble Falls Library and was able to get 
our old meeting place and most of our former times back.  Since we can’t leave anything there, I 
suggested that we not bring food there.  Others agreed with this decision. The library also gave us a date 
for our Christmas party:  Saturday, December 9.  At 10 AM, I picked up our supplies from Caryl, and 
listened to her views on the club.  I thank Stephen Lay, the new vice president, for having our officers 
meet two hours before the Tuesday meeting, to discuss new directions for the club and then bring these 
suggestions to the larger critique group:  dates, times, length of readings, bringing no food, and having 
experts give presentations quarterly.  At 5 PM I picked up more supplies from Judith, and listened to her 
version of the club.

November 11:   I attended a prayer seminar led by Terry Tekyl and bought his book, "How to Pray 
After You Have Kicked the Dog."  Terry believes that prayer is not so much a technique, a routine or even 
a ritual, but a relationship, a love affair with God.   It is seeking God's face to enjoy Him like a child sitting 
on His lap and calling Him Daddy.   It has helped me be more content and creative, even in my dreams 
(see above).

November 9:   A new democracy came into being?  For me at our club meeting, it was a time of 
ambivalence and sadness as Caryl read her resignation.  How can we begin to say Thank You to Caryl for 
all she has done for our club, being hospitality chair, greeter, and president, and finding meeting places 
for us, even in her own home.  I was reluctant to assume the new presidency, as was George 
Washington.  Both of us hate bickering.  It's up to all of us to put the pieces peacefully together again and 
make our club really fruitful.



SAVE  THESE  DATES!

In 2018, the Highland Lakes Writers’ Club
will hold its regular monthly meetings

on the dates listed below.

Unless otherwise noted,
the time for each meeting will be

6:30 – 9:00 p.m.,
and the location will be

the Marble Falls Public Library,
101 Main Street, Marble Falls, TX  78654.

Wednesday, January 3
Wednesday, February 7
Wednesday, March 7
Thursday, April 12
Thursday, May 10

June:  TBA
July:  TBA

Thursday, August 9 
Thursday, September 13
Thursday, October 11
Thursday, November 8

Saturday, December 8
3:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Christmas Party and Read-Around

SPECIAL  NOTE

Be sure to attend the first meeting of the year,
Wednesday, January 3, 2018.

Our own Ray Whelan,
award-winning playwright and director,

will be speaking to us
on the subject of drama.

The club hopes to have programs
or guest presentations
quarterly during 2018.



Minutes of Previous Meeting of Highland Lakes Writers’ Club
(1 of 2)  Second Thursday evening, November 9, 2017

Highland Lakes Writers’ Club met Thursday, November 9, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. at the home of President 
Caryl Calsyn, 603 – 7th Street in Marble Falls.  A social half-hour preceded the meeting; Gene Lyng 
furnished refreshments.

Attending, in addition to Caryl and Gene, were members Julian Chitta, Mary Jo Collins, Rick Copple, 
Wayne Hawley, Margery Higdon, Jane Knapik, Stephen Lay, Kay Lee, Dana Rushing, and
Mike Woolensack.

The group welcomed back Mary Jo, our winter Texan, and returning visitors Mary Ellen Keith and 
Pat Woolensack.  In addition, Wayne introduced his friend, first-time visitor Jeff Townsend, a 
member of the history faculty at Central Texas College.  Jeff’s thesis, “The History of Rainmaking,” 
has been published.

“We’re-thinking-of-you” cards were passed around for member Terry Wright, who’s now at home 
recuperating from a recent heart attack, and former member Amber Jones, whose cancer has returned.

Business Meeting — Chaired by Caryl Calsyn, President of HLWC

Caryl called the meeting to order promptly at 7:00 p.m.

Brags:

There were several brags:

> Margery Higdon’s book, Mr. Intruder Had Taken Over, has now been published.  In addition, on 
November 1, Margery was interviewed live on the radio concerning her factual account of her 
husband Carl’s experience, long chronicled on the Internet and now on Facebook as well, titled The 
Wyoming Hunter.  Congratulations, Margery!!  We’re so proud of you!

> Caryl showed the group copies of “Westward Quarterly,” Fall 2017, in which two of her poems are 
published.  Caryl is also the currently featured poet in a second magazine and to date has had a total 
of 126 poems published.  (And, Caryl, we’re proud of you, too!)  

> Stephen has recently received three royalty checks — still not quite enough, in terms of cash value, 
to take the entire group out to dinner. 

> Dana has almost completed her book, which should be published in early December. 

Old Business: 

> Highlights only of minutes of the previous meeting, Thursday, October 12, 2017, appeared in 
The Write Way for the month of November; the full text of those minutes will appear in the 
December issue and will be voted on at a later date.

> Gene presented the Treasurer’s report.  Two deposits were made during October and early 
November:  $20 dues from Mike, the club’s newest member, and $1.28 from Amazon, the club’s profit 
from the sale of one copy of its anthology, Coming of Age.  One disbursement was made in that same 
period:  $100 to First United Methodist Church in Marble Falls, a donation for disaster relief in the 
wake of Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria.

> Caryl next read aloud a letter from Judith Williams, resigning from the club.  Caryl followed with her 
own letter of resignation, recommending that:  (1) two volunteers find a new meeting place for 2018; 
(2) Kay Lee continue compiling and sending out The Write Way; and (3) Rick Copple stay on as 
webmaster.  Jane Knapik will no longer be handling publicity.  Caryl’s smaller critique group, separate 
from the Tuesday group, will continue to meet, but will no longer be affiliated with HLWC. 

> This development impacted the slate of prospective officers put forth in October by the Nominating 
Committee:  Caryl, President; Wayne, Vice President; Gene, Treasurer; and Dana, Secretary. 



Old Business, Continued: 

> For this reason, Stephen asked members how they wished to proceed:  nominate and elect a new 
slate of officers that evening; stand adjourned until a later date to be specified; or what?  It was 
decided to hold an election.

> Stephen nominated Wayne for President, and Wayne accepted.  Wayne then nominated Stephen for 
Vice President; Stephen likewise accepted.

> Dana withdrew from consideration as a nominee for Secretary.  Stephen asked Kay if she would be 
willing to serve another year, and Kay replied yes.  Gene stated he would continue as Treasurer.

> The new slate of officers for 2018, as indicated above, was elected by acclamation (motion, Rick; 
second, Mike; unanimous vote).

> Finally, Julian and Stephen, together, proposed that HLWC make Caryl an honorary member for life, 
and the group voted unanimously to do so.

New Business:

 > The new officers will meet soon to (1) find a meeting place for 2018, (2) determine dates and times for 
monthly meetings, and (3) discuss some of the issues raised in recent e-mails.

Readings — Members of HLWC

Readings on the evening of November 9 included the following:

Julian Chitta---Three barbers at the White House

Caryl Calsyn---Three poems:  “Joining Hands,” “November 5, 2017” (about the shooting at a 
Sutherland Springs, Texas, church), and “Right Decision”

Mary Ellen Keith---Biblical fiction

Mary Jo Collins---Chapter from her memoir

Gene Lyng---Memories, read by Caryl

The meeting adjourned about 8:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kay Lee, Secretary

#     #     #     #     #     #     #     #     #     #     #    #     #     #

Wonderful News:  An Early Christmas Present
Margery Higdon is now a published author!

Margery's book about how she came back from brain surgery is published 
and now available on   Amazon.com  Books   in paperback and on Kindle.

Title:   “Mr. Intruder Had Taken Over”       by Margery Higdon

Sub-Title:  An inspirational story of one woman's struggle to overcome 
memory loss and brain trauma

#     #     #     #     #     #     #     #     #     #     #     #     #     #



Minutes of Previous Meeting of Highland Lakes Writers’ Club
(2 of 2)  Second Thursday evening, October 12, 2017

Highland Lakes Writers’ Club met Thursday, October 12, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. at the home of President 
Caryl Calsyn, 6M03 – 7th Street in Marble Falls.  A social half-hour preceded the meeting; refreshments 
were furnished by Kay Lee.

Attending, in addition to Caryl and Kay, were members Julian Chitta, Rick Copple, Wayne Hawley, 
Margery Higdon, Jane Knapik, Nina Larbalestrier, Stephen Lay, Ed Mampel, Dana Rushing,
Mike Woolensack, and Judith Williams.  Three returning visitors were welcomed:  Mary Ellen Keith, 
Fran McRedmond, and Pat Woolensack.

Business Meeting — Chaired by Caryl Calsyn, President of HLWC

Caryl called the meeting to order promptly at 7:00 p.m.  A round of self-introductions was then held.

Brags:

There were two brags:

> Julian Chitta has had 40+ titles published in various formats (print, CD, audio book, etc.).

> Caryl’s letter to the editor was published in “The Highlander” for Tuesday, October 10, 2017. 

Old Business: 

> Minutes of the previous meeting — Thursday, September 7, 2017 — were approved as published in 
The Write Way for October.

> Gene reported a total of $306.10 in the club’s accounts:  $262.27 in checking and $43.83 in petty 
cash.

> On behalf of the Nominating Committee (herself, Ed, and Margery), Judith announced the slate of 
prospective officers for 2018:  Caryl Calsyn, President; Wayne Hawley, Vice President; Gene Lyng, 
Treasurer; and Dana Rushing, Secretary.  Additional nominations — by e-mail, or from the floor on 
November 9 — can be made.  The election will be held at the next monthly meeting, Thursday, 
November 9, 2017. 

New Business:

> Caryl requested ideas from members for the President’s Message in future issues of The Write Way.

> Caryl proposed making Jean LeVitt, long-time member who has recently been inactive due to illness, 
an emeritus member of the club, in keeping with a provision of the new bylaws.  Wayne so moved; 
Margery seconded Wayne’s motion; and members voted unanimously to do so.

> Club members decided to hold the annual Christmas Read-Around and potluck dinner on Saturday, 
December 9, with details to be finalized by November 9, the date of the club’s next meeting.  

> Caryl reminded members of her open house on Saturday evening, December 2, 6:00 – 8:30 p.m., to 
benefit The Falls on the Colorado Museum.

Readings — Members of HLWC

The writing challenge for October was “a scary sight.”  Three members responded:  Caryl, Julian, and 
Kay.  Julian’s and Kay’s responses were almost identical:  they both defined “a scary sight” as one’s own 
reflection in the mirror upon awakening.



Readings, Continued — Members of HLWC

Other readings heard on October 12 included the following:

Ed Mampel---His brother and Frankenstein movies; also, an essay, “A Word About the Oscars”

Julian Chitta---“The ABC Musketeers”:  Three friends (Andrew, Benjamin, and Charlie) who earned 
their Master’s degrees in 1974, and how their lives followed different trajectories

Jane Knapik---Personal essay, “The Backwards House”

Caryl Calsyn---Three poems:  “Lamp of Wisdom” (published internationally), “Dumb Hobby,” and a 
poem for Faith, her step-granddaughter

Fran McRedmond---Three poems:  “How to Get a Poem,” “Eating Crow,” and “Missed Kiss”

Nina Larbalestrier---Essay, “America, Stand Up for Kids”

Dana Rushing---Short story, “Pure Love”

Margery Higdon---Further adventures of preteen cousins Billy and Tommy

Mary Ellen Keith---Prologue, acknowledgments, and first chapter of her new book, a cozy mystery

Mike Woolensack---Memoir, “Batter Up”

Rick Copple---Short story about DBS (“Deep Brain Simulation,” not “Stimulation”), ready by Kay Lee

Wayne Hawley—Poem, “Mommy, Mommy, Why”; Halloween story from 2016

The October 12 meeting adjourned at 9:08 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kay Lee, Secretary

#     #     #     #     #     #     #     #     #     #     #

Writings by Members of HLWC:  December 2017

Evening in December

By Kay Diane Lee

The carolers stand on the corner, singing
of love and of peace, good will toward men.
Their voices ring true on the clear, crisp air.
Meanwhile tonight the world is filled
With hatred and alienation and war.

Tidings of comfort and joy, they sing.
We could all use comfort and joy.



Below is Part Two of a four-part series by Wayne Hawley,
related to both holidays and food, titled

“Knights of the Round Table”
Part 1 appeared in last month’s issue (November).

Parts 3 and 4 will follow in January and February, respectively.

Knights of the Round Table, Part 2:  How to Spoil Christmas Dinner!

We left off last month about the child timing the distraction to perfection.

For instance, the family is in a hurry to go to the early Christmas service at 6:30 PM, at 6:15 mess 
yourself up and poke at your food—procrastinate.

If you sense that Mom and Dad are tired, give them some exercise by continually dropping your food on 
the floor, for several reasons:

A.  They have to pick it up, no matter what food you eat. If you have a carpet, try something red like 
cranberry sauce.

B. The spoon makes a cranky noise and you can time your drops.

C. Some hyperchlorox Moms wash it over every time, which wears her down getting to the sink

D. Gravity shows you’re too immature to use a spoon so you go back to eating your favorite way, 
with your fingers.

For teenagers, if you feel your parents want conversation, pull out your smart phone and phone anybody.

Parental countermeasures, usually with unenforceable consequences:

A. “Wait ’til Dad comes home. He’ll get you to eat!”

B. The Threats:  “If you don’t eat this spinach, you won't get any ice cream.”  Most kids know that 
this only applies for a few hours, not the rest of their lives.  At Christmas, you can threaten:  “or 
you won’t get any gifts from Santa.”

C. The Bribes:  “Eat your spinach and I'll give you a special treat, or you can climb down and play 
your game again.”  Christmas cookies aren’t a treat because Mom has already made them 
special and it would hurt her feelings if you didn’t try one.

D. Mutual Procrastination:  “I can wait just as long as you can for you to eat this spinach, or you’ll eat 
it tomorrow cold for breakfast.”  Bear in mind the little one may have some concept of how much 
post-Christmas refrigerator space Mom has for leftovers. Anyway, Christmas ain’t Merry.

Christmas

By Gene Lyng

Chills fill the air this time of year,
Helping us remember a holiday's near.
Reminding us of gifts for those who are dear.
It should also remind us of when a star did appear
Shining brightly to announce our Savior was here.
The gifts he brought would rid us of fear,
Making eternal life a goal and giving us cheer.
As you address your cards, and perhaps share a beer,
Stick the "C" in Christmas, shove the "X" in the writer’s ear.



The Highland Lakes Writers’ Club wishes you and yours
a very merry Christmas
and a happy new year.

# # # # #       See you this Saturday afternoon at the MF Library!       # # # # #

Send your poems, flash fiction, writing tips, announcements, etc. to:  Kay Lee, mlee43@moment.net

To subscribe or unsubscribe, please e-mail  mlee43@moment.net

mailto:mlee43@moment.net
mailto:mlee43@moment.net

